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AKHIL BEHL BRINGS SQUASH CROWN BACK TO MAHARASHTRA

The national squash title has come back to Maharashtra. Thanks to Akhil Behl playing to his potential.

Not many expected him to put it across Arjan Singh, India's national champion and the anly one who is ranked
in the top 100 of the PSA.

But Behl was in top form throughout the season. He had won the Maharashtra Open and the Western India. His
anly reverse had been in the Videocon Classic where Udai Singh had got the better of him. Udai has a great
low return from back court which perplexes the best of opponents.

But there was no Udai at the Chennai Nationals. But the obstacle of Arjan was there. The sardar is a
veritable returning machine.

Arjan blanked Behl in the opening game and it looked like another year wasted for Akhil. But then the
virtues of keeping ball in play worked. Arjan, It appeared wasn't as strong as before. Akhil on the

Other hand, had worked hard at his game. All those long hours came handy in the final stages as

Arjan made a last-ditch effort in the fourth where he level-pegged. But Akhil had plenty in reserve and
knew exactly where his oppanent would falter.

Akhil is a sell-made man. He was a footballer at Bombay Scottish school where among his teammates
was Rohan Gavaskar. When he came to Otters Club he began liking the game of squash. He has picked up
from watching the others and Otters have had a wealth of talent.

“Behl's performance has led to some sponsors coming forward to help out. Shyam Bhatia of Dubai has MNational champlon Akhil Beh!
offered him playing facilities at the Indian Club there and the chance to play tournaments. with the trophy presented to
Akl is keen on playing the PSA ciruit. But that wil require a lot of inputs which Indian players don't seem to be T o, the B wha, vere
blessed with. And the most likely outcome is Behl joining exodustothe Ivy League. The American universities have  him

beckoned any number of Indian squash players right from the time Anil Nayar wentto Harvard inthe seventies.

There is no chance of the Satellite circuit coming to India. All that we have is the magnum opus the Mahindra Open which will turn into the World
Open this year. In that case Behl will have to depend onlargesse of the organisers in the form of wild cards. How long can he depend on this? Might
as welltry his hand inthe land of opportunities where squash of the type playedin India s now played there withthe not-so-hard ball.

Akhil Behl on his Chennai triumph
| was up against Arjan Singh who was looking composed as usual and
confident throughout the tournament. Nothing disturbed him. The other
contenders for the title were Ritwick Bhattachrya, Rajdeep Brar and me
Arjan made the final wilh straight sets wins while | dropped a setto Ritwick
The final was one of the biggest matches of my life. | knew this wasit. | entered
the court as positive as | could be. But | lost the first game 9-0." For some
reason | was stil very focused and believed in myself began to exploit his
inamatter inmy packet. 9-0.
Using the same strategy as in the second | won the third 9-2. | knew Arjan
would fight backin the fourth but| kept strong and went on to win the match 8-
e 7. Itis unexplainable the joy and emolions felt a t that moment. The sense of
Ahil Behl receives a trophy from Mr. Dungarpur & Mr. MKSonghi  Personal satisfaction which that moment gave me | don't think I will now
during the prize distribution of the Motilal Sanghi inter-<lub  axperience again. It wasamomentofa lifetime. Last but not the least | would
liketothank the professional for the verbal support they gave me, especially Chandrakant Pawar.
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Junior boys on a see-saw Mukeshbabu Group /5P Satelite
Mumbai squash is looking up. Ample evidence of it could be had from the way juniors stole the show al the salellite tournament organised by the Indian Squash
Professionals and sponsored by the Mukesh Babu Group. A top firm in stock broking and investment counseling the fact that two juniors broke into the men
semifinals speaks for itself. The most heartening part was nol anly quality of the juniors’ ulay but also their numbers. There was as many as six of them battling it
out. The intense rivalry saw Parth Doshi ] Avish 's after and Jait warding off the determined challenge of
Gaurav Juneja in the semi-final and of Rohan Juneja in the final of the bays under 19
Gaurav could well have put it across Jaiswal as he was 2-1 up and led 9-4 in the fourth, Their absorbing clash lasted two hours. So exhausted was Gaurav that he
had little choice but to concede his men’s semi-final against Manish Choitrani.
Doshi had amare or less similar misfortune. He was two games up beloregulng dowmo Rohan Juneja in the under 19 semi-final and games up befare going down
to Rohan Juneja in the under 19 semi-final and had to play his men” Paul i on after. ralry is good for the players as well as the
game because it motivates them to run the extra mile and work harder on their game.
The tournament, carrying Rs. 1.25 lakhs in prize-money attracted over 150 entries
for the four events. Despite all the ups and downs that caused tremendous
excitement the eventual champions, almost predictably, were Manish Choitrani in the
men’s, National champion Mekhala Subedar who was a cut above the rest, in the
women's and Avish Jaiswal in the under 19. The professionals event saw Rajesh
fing the colours of top-seeded "awar butitwas notexactly
a surprise as the much younger Verma was the fitter and faster than Pawar.
The presence of cricketer Salil Ankola and actress Anita Raj added a touch of

glamourto the prize-distribution function and dinner at the Haveliin Juhw,

Final scores:

®U-18: Avish Jaiswal beat Rohan Juneja 17-16, 15-13, 7-15, 15-14.

® Men's: Maxnish Choitrani beat Paul Fereira 15-11, 15-9, 15-17  The Mukesh Babu Satellite prize winners with the quests of honour and ISP

- b ¥ officials. Left to right: Salil Ankola, Avish Jaiswal, Rajesh Verma, Narendra
Professionals:  Fajesh Verma beat Chandrakant Pawar 13-4, 15-5, 75-9  Siea Leiuio nghy Sallakola, Avsh lekswal, Roesh verma, Harendra

@ Women: Mehkala Subsdar beal Deepali Anvekar  15-12, 15-7, 15-11  anita Raj, Subhash Wali, and Vijay Kumar Gautam.
Suchde, Mathur parade their skills Pix Juior Champronsip
An exclusive event for junior is rare. That too carrying aftractive It was made to Pix Transmissions td. who underwrote the Pix Junior

Championship to the tune of Rs. 1.25 lakhs. Qut of the amount Rs. 55,000 went to the players.

Pramoted by the Prafessional Management Group, ihe lournament had six events, inchuding doubles. And provided a great oppor tunity to the yeungsters to parade
their skills. Siddharth Suchde and Auloke Mathur, both barely 13, made the most of it. While Suchde won the under-14 event and reached the semi-final of the
under 16. Mathur was the runner upin the under-14 and semi-finalistin the under 18.

Mathur wha took to the game barely two years ago and is being guided by
Cyrus Poncha was adjudged the player of the lournament

Supriya Balsekar was another to create a fine impression. Barely 12, She
stormed to the under-19 girls final where of course Deepali Anvekar
proved a little too strong for her.

Avish Jaiswal had a close call against Parth Doshiin the semi-final before
winning the under -19 fitle. Junaid Nathani won under-16 event and
Karanpal Sethi, the under-12.

Finals scores:
@ Under 12:  Karanpal Sethi beat Singhvi 9-4,9-5, 9-2.
®Under-14:  Suchde beat Mathur 9-3,3-9,9-2, 9-7.
@linder-16.  Junaid Nathani beat Verma 91, 9-0, 9-5.
®Under 19:  Jaiswal beal Gaurav Juneja 9-10, 9-4, 9-6, 9-2.
- " it res chict st @O U-19: Doepali beal Supriya Balsekar 90, 9-1,9-1
o i cuh Qarprtle e R e S SIS @G Gt ko St oo
Sethi, Avish Jayswal, Junaid Nathani, Karanpal Sethi and Deepali Anvekar. Avish Jaiswal and Mo Motiwaia 9-4,9-2.

mekhla Subedar -fully focussed on squash

Mekhla Subedar looks like follawing in the footsteps of Misha Grewal. She beat Sohini Kumariinthefinal. Sohini is the younger sister of
Bhuwaneshwari Kumari, who ruled women's squash for overa decade in the eighties. For three years Mekhla was runner-up o Misha, who has
called ita day. Mekhla is a product of the army courts. Daughter of Col. Subedar, now pasted at Deolali, she has had the advantage of practising
withmen. Though she has played abroad in a few tournaments not much success has come her way. Butwhenitis realised that even Candy
Bhuwaneshwari didn’t win any foreign title, this is not surprising. Ina short while Mekhla has had the guidance of coaches like Satinder Bajwa and
other Indian coaches.

On court sheis a picture of ion. As Indian I hei le and has good stamina . Once she gets the exposure that
Indian women have always lacked, Mekhla could make amark. Butthe: going is going will be fough as always. Misha Grewal had some
sponsorship coming her wayin Dubai but eventhen she could make no headway inthe women'’s ladder. She kept playing on the circuit and while
doing that there was always a danger of de-training. Mekhla is not wanting in ambition and drive if one goes by her declaration that she wants to be
among the top 20 in the world in two years time, Wellit's not bad to have an ambition. Indian squash is lucky to have an Indian champion who aims
high inspite of realising the odds stacked against her.
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Mahesh Verma bound to go far. Motia/ Sanghy nter-Clrb Sguash
A suvmutu\ee is always somahmq special for a squash tournament. That too at the club level, to complete 25 years is extra extraordinary. Indeed, the Motilal
apara the country. The credit for it should go almost entirely to Mr. M. K. Sanghi who has extended unstinted support
tothe event held inmemary of his father year after year. Atrue patron of the sport.
In order to celebrate the occasion eight open events carrying a total prize-money of Rs. 1.25 lakhs were added to the inter-club this year. They provided an
i EDMIOI\WH‘\% i but also juniors and veterans 1o compete and parade their individual skills, So elated was Mr. Sanghi over
the that bigger show next year.
For long, thé four or fivé participating clubs were from the city. This fime two others thaught nothing of traveling 30 to 40 ki o play their malches. They wers the
Jindal Group based at Viasind in Thane and who have hosted an Indian Squash F event on their year and Navi Mumbai Sports
Association, Vashi.
They displayed more enthusiasm then skill and did not go farin the team event but the fact that they are on the right frack could be been from the number of juniors
Jindal fielded. One of them, Mahesh Verma, came within two points of downing top-seeded Juniad Nathani and capturing the under-16 title. The gallant fight he
putup eamed ising player of the tour If he follows in the footsteps of Meherwan Daruwala, Adrian Ezra and Akhil Behl who had
when they is bound to go far.
Dosnneallowmg two of their key players, Paul Ferreira and Niraj Shirgaonkar to assist Bombay Gymkhana the wealth of talentin their midst enabled Otters Club to
romp through the Inter-club. In the final they routed Bombay Gymkhana 8-1. In the semi-finals, Otters beat Willingdon by the same margin while the gymkhana
scoredover ... 6-3.
By winning the men’s event Manish Choitrani bagged his third fitle of
the year. While Rajesh Verma of Jindal took his second successive
professionals title. Deepali Anvekar, who is being sponsored by the:
Mukesh Babu Group through the initiative taken by the ISP,
underlined her progress by scoring over fancied Rhea Bhandare in
the girls under 19 final. Mr. Raj Singh Dungarpur, president of the
Board of Control for Cricket in India s well as the C.C.1 was chief
Guest at the prize-distribution function at Sanghi  House. The
Squash Rackels Association of Maharashira provided a fine
gesture on the occasion by presenting a crystal trophy to Mr. Sanghi
inrecognition of his services to the game. It was handed over by their
president, Mr. Vaman Apte.
Scores:

M.K.Sanghi honoured
In a unique gesture M.K.Sanghi was honoured
for his contribution in making the Motilal
Sanghi inter-club a big success. The
felicitation was organised by three leading
clubs, the Bombay Gymkhana, The Cricket
Club of India and Willingdon Club
Raju Chainani, the man behind the scene,
outlined the contribution of Sanghi . Raj Singh
Dungarpur, of CCI, called for more inter action
among the clubs so that youngsters would benefit,
Gautam Thakkar the Bombay Gymkhana president,
hoped the inter-club would continue to progress towards its golden jubilee. And Minoo

Inter-club(final): Otters Club beaf Bombay Gymkhana 8. {2 S |
Boys U-14Final: Auloke Mathur beat K. Sethi 9.3.9-7.9-3, Vajifdar, w]ta -chairman of Willingdon, hoped there would be more Sanghis to make the
BoysU-16Fal: NathanibeatVerma 9:2,6-9,6-8,97.91.  Soeone

' . J 2T . MK was presented with a silver salver. He said the tributes were a little exaggerated but
Boys U-19Final: AvishJaiswalbeatDoshi  9-7,7-9,9-7.9-5. giqthg support ol Firdaus Jahangir and Ezra was important al a time when he was
Girs U-19Final: Deepalibeat Rivea 9-7,9-5.9-7. wandering whetherto continue with the tournament or not,

Women'sFinal:  Pameeta beai Charishma 8-10, 9-6,9-6,6-9.9-5.  Harry Singh, veteran of Otters Club, said the tournament had given a handful of Otiers
Men'sFinal:  Choitrani beat Shirgaonkar 9-69-59-3  Club members the confidence to play squash in a big way. He Said eleven fools ke us
Professionalf.: Rajesh Vermabeat C. Pawar didn’t mind making fools of themselves together when playing in the inter-club .Once
QOver4Qfinal:  VamanApte beat Basu i other i

Tunku Imran meets ISP offmals

Tunku Im: of the
World Snlll:ll Federation, met ISP
officials during 2 visit 10 the city. At The
Legta, Tunkutold the ISP officials Vijay
Kumar  Gautam,  Subhash Wali,
Mahendra Agarwal and Vivek Nair of
The Leela about his plans for squash at
ihe Commonwealth Games and the
Asians. He said there were nine courts.
At the push ofa button they could be
Changed intocourts for doubles play.
1 The state-of-the-art courts will be the
showpieces of the games to be held in September in Kuala Lumpur.
Tunku has Invited ISP officials to KL for the avent

Jaiswal clinches title for Maharashtra Wiy Shigeonkar
were victoricus in the Inter-State Squash champianship hekd at the Racquets
Club, in January,. regained agap oftwo years. The
Maharashtra team was represented by 1. Akhil Behl 2. Manish Choitrani 3. Paul Ferreira 4.
Awish Jaiswal 5. Neeraj Shirgaonkar (Captain) 6. Amitpal Kohli {Reserve).
In the league matches, Maharashira faced stilf resistance from the Services ' team, whom
they beat 3-2. In this tie, Paul and Neeraj lost their matches and Maharashtra were 0-2 down,
‘They were then bailed out by Akhil, Manish and young Jaiswal, who played well to clinch the
tie. The semi-final was a cakewalk for this outit from Mumbai as they demolished the
Services ‘B'team 5-0.
In the final lzague matches, Maharashira had to face the defending champions Delhi
Maharashira began wall,with l:apl:sm Meeraj Shrigaonkar winning a hard-fought five sefter
gai of  work of veteran Yogendra Singh to
qwemsleamaZOlaad Then former the
current champion Akhil Behl 3-2 to give Delhi their first point of the finals. Junior champ,

Tunku was very keen that Mumbai should stage a major event apart from
the Mahindra Open. He suggested thal a world women's event involving
the top si be staged would

to the top level squash. Raju Chainani, the well-known columnist, has
promised to co-ordinate with Tunku Imran in getting this event off the
groundin the near future.
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Ritwik Bhattacharya upset Manish Choirani 3-1 to level the tie at 2 matches all. Then Awish
Jaiswal played calmiy against Sameer Thukral to clinch the decider for Maharashtra, It was
end, Neera|'s victory proved decisive in Mahmsnua'smumpn,

He proved o be
agreat inspiration for all the players in the team. Incndemally all six players of lhe team came
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11- year-old Pakistani creates history
ISLAMABAD: Haider Jamal Zafar became the youngest
ever player to complete in British Junior Open Squash
Chamgignshig. Previously, the recard in the U-14 event
was held by former Waorld Champion Jahangir Khan, who
played inthe British Open at 13 years and 7 months.

Haider, who comes from Punjab town of Jhang, holds
second positian in junior ranking of the province. Knan
retired in 1983 and compatriot Jansher Khan 28, currently
holds the world number one litle as Pakistan maintains its
supremacy intha game.

Asian Squash

‘The senior Asian squash championship will be held at
Kuala Lumpur fromJuly 1110 19. The Championshipis to
be held at the newly constructed squash arena for the
Gommenweallh Games Complex.

Mekhala up 15 rungs

National Men's champ Arfan Singh and Wemen's
champions Mekhala Subedar improved their World
‘squashrankings this year

Meldiala, who ranked 105 last year, has maved up 15
places to 95 where women's world champion Sarah Fitz-

Peter Nicol of Scotland, who won last year’s Mahindra
Internationalitie,is heading the istin the men's section
Hiicol is et to haVe a mng reign at the top of the wocw

hslywanﬂlnun continued there in the March mmnusnf
& PSA.

Nuw with Jansher plagued with a knee problem it is
unlisely that Nicol wil Izt go of the top spot. Nicol had &
greal 1997 reaching seme-finals of all PSA events and
winning four ttles and beating Jansher thres imes in 2
oW,

Vineet Asthana tops:

Mumbal lad Vineet Asthana beat his twin brother Vinay 10~
9, 810, 9-1. 9-3 to win the Men's Under-25 event at the
US SquashCl February.

Parth loses final

India’s Parth Dashi was top sesded for the Sportsexcel
Milo open but lost in the final 1o Aaron Soyza of Malaysia
9-6,0-7.9:2. He slayed back to irzin with Maniam, the
reputed Malaysian coach.

Meanwhilo, the fourth leg of the Asian junior circui will be

Gerald of Australiahoads the list
Arjan Singh has moved from 84 to 80in the men’s ranking.
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PSA RANK FOR N 1-3-
BANK (PREV)  NAME COUNTRY

1 (1) PETER HICOL 500

2 (2) JANSHERKHAN PR

3 (3)  JONATHAN POWER  CAN

4 (4)  RODMEY EVLES AUS

5 (5 AHMEDBARADA  EGY

6 (7)  ALEXGOUGH WAL

7 (B} SIMON PARKE ENG

8 (8)  ANTHONY HILL AUS

9 (11} MARKCHALONER  ENG

10 (10)  DANJENSON AUS

B0 (3) ARIANSINGH IND

231 (256)  AKHIL BEHL IND

PSA RANK FOR WOMENS AS ON 1-3-98
BANK  NAI INTRY

1 SARAH FITZ-GERALD  AUS

2 MICHELLE MARTIN ~ AUS

3 SUE WRIGHT ENG

4 CASSIE JACKMAN  ENG

5 CAROL OWENS AUS

8 SABINE SCHOENE  GER

7 SUZANNE HORNER  ENG

8 LIZ IR VING AUS

9 LINDA CHARMAN ~ ENG

10 FIONA GEAVES ENG

NEWS NEWS NEWS

iswal wins collegiate titl

Avish Jaiswal of Sydensham claimed the inter colegiale
squash tournament organised by Mumbai University.
Jaiswal defeated Siddharth Thacker of Gowernment Law
1417, 15:0, 15-2, 152. In the semifinals, Jaiswal
overcame Kapil Tedarwal of H. R, Commerce in straight
games to win 154, 15-12, 15-13. While Siddharth gota
walk over from numero uno Akl Benl of Sydenham, The
apening game was evenly contested.

Worl

This Year's US § 175000 World Open squash will be held
al the Cricket Club of India from November 30 to
December7 1998.

Representatives of the Professional Squash Association
and the 1998 Mahindra World Open organising commitiee
had presented the logo design. Promotional plans and
format changes at Kuala Lumpur recenty fo the event to
b held for the first ime inIndia.

The World Open includes an expansion of the main draw

064 players and the

exempt playersinto the qualifying rounds.

“We it the time was right to dstinguish the Mahindra

Workd Open by making i the most dificull tournament to

wih and by incluging players who could ngt normally be
PSA

INDI MENTS NATIONAL
HAMPIONSHIP (CHENNAI

AKHIL BEHL BEAT ARJAN SINGH
0-9,95,9-2,97
WOMEN
ME);HAL;}SMBEDAH BEAT SOHINI KUMARI

PROFESSIONALS
BNA MURUGAN BEAT CHANDRAKANT PAWAR

QVE H ‘1
VUGENDM S\NGH BEAT CHANDRAKANT PAWAR
92,9

QVER 45 MEN; ;

BHARAT INDER SINGH BEAT LT. COL. K.J.VOHRA
- ﬁ*t &AQ 9.0,9-3
S:!;IV N&NDA BEAT MUNEER SAIT

:msn-smg SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIP

MJ\HJ‘-HJ\\)KTRA BEAT SERVICES B' 5
AMITPAL SINGH KOHLI BEAT JJ\SIIR SINGH

1,9-5,9-7
M{HIL BEHL BEAT DHIRAJ BHARGAV

BEAT MANDEEP GREWAL

able toenter” said.

h

GHENNAI: Ghennai, home of many academies, may have
ane more, to produc talented squash players. According
to Asian Squash Rackets Federation and Tamil Nadu
Squash Rackels Association (TRASRA) President N.
Ramachandran, il TNSRA'S efforts to have their ownl
facilty is realised spon, a fullime academy would also be
setuptospattalent

93 %]2 0
RIT\VIK BHATT[ZHRFWA BEAT ANUJ KALIA
91,2 9,92, 9-0

RRIAN SINGH BEAT RAJDEEP BRAR

GNURAV MURUGUN BEAT MILAN KHURANA
95,94, 6:9, 87

YOGENDRA SINGH LOST TO NAVNEET NARIN
09,39,3-9

EINALS
MAHARSHT]
NEERAJ snnnsnONm I!EAT GAURAY MURUGAN

-5, 9-1
Fi\ULgFEﬁ;lE\RA BEAT 'YOGENDRA SINGH
AVISH JAISWAL BEAT SAMIR THAKRAL
AKH\L BEHL LDS‘ TO MLIMI SINGH
09,391

MANISH BHDITRANILGSTTU RITWIK 8.
10-9,0-9,9-10. 69

ALL INDIA INTER UNIVERSITY TOURNAMENT 1-2-98
QUARTER FINALS

MUMBN E_E DELHI UNIVERSITY 3-1
FINAL

MUMBAI BEAT AHILYA UNIVERSITY 3-1
PREMAI. .MUER\ BEAT AMRISH MOMAE
SﬂD.DHﬁﬁIH THACKER BEAT TOHFIZ KHAN
0, 9-0

KAF\[ TODARWAL BEAT SIDDHARTH RAJOPADY
6,549, 92,

a4
CﬂRK BOKDAWALA GAVE A WALK OVER TO
NIRANDA KHANDELWAL

sty gacnes

JUHU BEACH,

a
W«L} MUMBAI 400 049.

i FPOdFosc. PH.: 614 3605
6117879
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Jointhe ISP Club
wbla Tha ISP ani
\ ISP Club, Members of this club will be able

10 interact with fallow membars in
UA§H X I L T
the cities of the fellow membars usin;
contacts. Contact Subhash Wali for
encollment details.
Ph.6439515/6/7. Fax: B453518/7

Editorial Board:
naunces the formation of the

Mahendra Agarwal

Vali

der Rajan-Leyland d

TO OUR READERS

How did you find Pro-Squash? Send your views o the ISP and
please send us the name & address of squash players known to
you, who are not geting our Squash News Letter to spread the
awareness of this game in India

MONARCH CHAMBERS, GROUND FLOOR, MAROL MAROSHI ROAD, ANDHERI (E), MUMBAI 400 059. TEL - 8525568 / 8523433 FAX: 8525589
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