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An Indian saying goes “Gold glitters only when it has gone through fire™. As a Squash player, Joshna
Chinappa has had more than her share of nais and ribulations in her career. Rigged matches, “briefed’
referees, cases right o participate in compefitions- she has.
seen itall. Today nerperseverame, her parents patience and their detemination has culminated in Joshna
becoming the Worlds Queen of Sqmsh in the under-17 Age Group. Pittad against Donna Urquhart of
Australia who had earlier toppled the top seed on her first g, Joshna made a poor start and
squamered a0-5 lead due to unforced erors. However, she slabiized lo recover tu 5-5. Along rally saw her
5. Alarmed, Donna reached for every shot as ifher

Joshna'sbarrage of hard'length' shots mixed well with frontcourt shots. Jushna \eaas Donna recovered to
6-8 but hit a ball out. Given ‘game-ball again, Joshna gotalucky "nick' and won 8-6.

‘The second game saw a higher intensity of atiack from Joshna, and th b retrie ills of the reed thin Do

other seasoned players in earlier matches. However, Joshr 9-5. Two splendid dlls from Joshna in the third her
lead fram the start to 4-0. Though Donna scored a few points, Joshna employed dropshots fram the back of the court- adifficult shot- and
was soon al 84, match ball. Then, & poot decision from the Referee in awarding a ‘No-Let" when Joshna should clearly have gol a
“Stroke’, and the match, caused her 1o losefnous Sheallowed Dannawleam 7-8 much to the discomfort of the Indian supporters, butit ﬁ
‘was evident day hita ety T-Blemggmasewndchanue shewasted nolime lo

siszethefirstopportunity Iy vith a volley

Joshna becomes only the second Indian ever to win a British Juniof title, the first being Anil Nayar in 1965. Saurav Ghosal
finished ala commendable 61h piae in the Boys under-17 and Dipika at 13thplace.

Landmark Gujarat Open Squash Championship, Karnavati Club (2/2/2003)
SETHI'S PRESENCE LIGHTS UP GUJARAT OPEN

i t | kaabl Geet Sethi, came to squash.
tnihe stateof Gy afathavlng itsown Allthanks'
Gujarat Opzn Squash Champlonship under the auspices of the newly-formed
Squash Rackets Federation of Gujarat atthe Karnavati Club.
Ahmedabad. The club was a co-sponsor.The chief guest was Ashok Bhatt
(minister of parliamentary affairs), the guest of honour was Geel Sethi. Other
distinguished guests were Chandrakant Pawar (9-imes Nalional Pro Squash
Champion) andMahendra Agarwal (Director, Indian Squash Professionzls).

Issue No. 26 April 2003

Sethi i the poor of all the games in Gujarat.

He said while the Guj i cally very well allover the |

world there were hardly any Sporispersons who excelled in sport. The state
g like squash, billiards ete.
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Jhe best of Raju

A COLLECTION OF ARTICLES WRITTEN
BY RAJU CHRINANI

Mirror, mirror on the wall
Indian Express 13-1-1889

CRYSTAL gazing is an art which seems to have been perfacted by certain
officials of the Maharshira Squash Association. After Adrian Ezra's
historic viclory overMeherwan Daruvala in last weak's Nationals
there is anteld you so aliituds by these fortune tellsrs

The facts of the matter speak for themselves. At the conzlusion of the
Western India, Meherwan had won two out of thies, encounters with
Adrian. But since the team names, apparently, had to be submitted by the
end of November, it was decided IhalAdnanwould play numberona Mind
'teven a play-off, bearing i

youther
The one-twe-buckle-my-shoe "saga took a new turn when Meherwan won
the Northern Indian final t2n days later. Now there were a few red facss as
there was enough ground to justify Meherwan taking pole pasition. The
selectors, however, kept their stand and even suggested that this was
strategic planning on their par. After all Ravinder Malik, the Services

twia years.

The twist in the tale came at Madras where it was said that whoever won
the final or performed the better between the two would play at number
one. After al, said the officials, the team names had to be submitted one
daybefore theInter-State commenced,

Those are the facts of the matter. They show a conflict of opinian between
whathas been officially disclosed to the public and what s actually comrect.
There is no escaping from the fact that before the Nationals (I stress the
word before because ilis here that a State team is selecied and nol at the
eleventh hour), Meherwan was top of the pops. More s0, he was seaded
number one for the Nationals, ahead of Adran. But certain powers-that-be
decided ofherwise. And now, the circus is in full swine whilst these
slargazers, who could not lel you the dilference belween St. Paul and
Popeye, continue, to sip their gin and tonics.

THERE was ample evidenca in Madras to suggest that Darius Pandole

would be a serious contender to the throne, He was delightful to watch
as he overcame Narjit and glorious in defeat against Meherwan. That
was the match of the tounament, worthy of a final. The eariy retrieving
and deft tough of Darius probing into the near impregnable defence of
Meherwan. |twas squash, beauliful squash.

ThsgastMsen thesetwoand the. newcnamplnnﬁ«ﬂnan is very small.
torackon

rery hard

D
withat the February Masters.

Adrian looked impressive right from the start. He has been athom in the
fiesh of Meherwan this season. At Chepauk, the two kefi-handers fought
out another battle royal. The eight years dfference in age and a fitter
opponent were the deciding factors in the end. Anew champ was bomn.
His dedication and sill had won the day where some of his
contemporaries may have buckled.

There left hi The i are
in just over a month's ime when the top eight compete for record prize
money. Adrian, Meherwan, Darius, Malik, Narjitand Vikas Kapur have
booked their places. The other wo should come from Arjun Singh,
Manchanda, Dev Malani, Rashid Jahangir and Vaman Apte
Dushwant Jamwhal could be a contender as indead a case be made out
forLt. R. . Brar and Lt. A. Ganguly. There is a whisper about overseas.
participation. We will know very shorly.

A final thought. The Braboume Stadium has atways enjoyed the
raputation of being a good batting wickat. Alas, the same cannol be said
ofthe abaout gl The jok the
circuit is that the players aim for the rough. Very sad indeed that
Bombay squash has to be piayed on this spinning wicket

Quiz’
The first 3 wingers will ge

Winner of Prosquash No. 25 is.
Shakhar Singh, New Delhi

SPORTS FACILITIES

Sport Equipment, Synthetic Sports, Floors all Season, Tennis Surfaces, Gym. Floor & Basket Ball.
Squash Court, Badminton, Synthetic Floor, Bankers, State Bank of India & Bharat Co-operative Bank
AS113, Brandup incl. Estatz, LBS. Marg, Bhandup, Mumba 400 078 T& : (9199) 95988364 / 28420560 Emal : SicoZ9@hyshos com




SRAM-Mumbai Police Squash Camp (9/1/2003)
Good with the racguet as well as the danda

That was the lesson

from the month-long squash camp for policamen, conducted by the Squash

Racquets Association of Maharashtra al the A-H Ansar squash mnms in
Gomplex. Head-coach and nine-1

Chandrakant Pawar said:"They performed beyond our expeciations. They

managed to leam so well since they are very fit. Though they still don't have a

good court sense, itwill come with time," Pawar said.

Time seems to be the problem for all cops, including the winner of the
tournament that was played amongst the 32 participants of the camp. Ganesh
Patole, a constable at the police headquarters in Naigaon, got the better of

Pankaj Jadhav 9-6, 9-7. The problem wil continue unelss they buid couris 8t~ g et Gacesh Fol (s, Proct angisy (i uest Fim Actess,
Naigaum or the Pdlice Gymkhana. Pawar, however, said some of the best Pankaj Jachav mewﬂ Mnmxw(cmWarmAm Insp. Pradeey Shamsa
policemen wil be given further training of about six monthsTalks are going an

between SRAM and th j tofinalise the best six toeight players and then start withthe camp.” The SRAM and

ISP are also working towards providing theemhuswasmc cops with a squash court all of their own. "We have already finalised everything, but stil it's a long
process and will teke almost a yeer to build the courts, Til that time they can always come and practice here at Ancheri,” Pawar said. Movie sters Sharad
Kapoor and Preeti Jhangiani graced the occasion and gave away the Prizes.

All India Inter-University Squash Championship, Mumbai (5/2/2003)
Mumbai varsity best

Defending Champions University of Mumbal daimed theirfourth varsity titie in arow when they beat last year's runners-up University of Delhi 3-1 to retain
the AlkindiaInter University Squash Tournasment crown at e Eombay Gymknana's glass-bac courts. Kunel Jani gave Mumba ajumpsiar beiing
Delhi's Neeraj Tomar 2-9,9-5, 9-3, 9-4 after dropping the openii first . Tomar play tied Jani in the fi 19-2.
Jani struck form in fime and capitali Tomar's poorfitness to gis i ge.

Results of finals. Mumbai Unwarsny beat Dz\hl Unlvamly! 1 Kunal Jani beat Neeraj Tomar 29, 9-5,9-3, 3-4. Semi-finals: University of Mumbai
beat LNIPE, Gwalior 3-0 : Kunal Rajput9-2, 8-1,9-0; Sahil beat Rakesh Kumar 8-0, 9-0, 9-0; Anurag Gill beat Dorjee Khirmey 9-1,
9-0,9-0; University of De of Pune3-1: NeelaJTnmavheatAquAgmhu[nN 9-5,1-9,9-7; Abhimanyu Arya lost lo Ranveet Singh 10-9
79,690,296 ardhan Sis P 9-0,9-0; Digvijay j Shatty 10-8,9-2,9-3.

i Courd lor cons (M-

Squashgmanmher set of fans when the foundation stone of squash courts were laid at the State Reserve Police Force ground in Jogeshwari, Mumbai by 9
ral champion Mr. Pawar, The idea was in pipeline from some time and with the help of Mr. Yogesh Pratag Singh
[Commandanl of SRPF) and Squash Racquets Association of Maharashtra, policemen will now have two squash courts in their own back yard, But
Singh said the idea behind the squash courls was more lo groom talent rather than
serveasaformol leisure.
“The policeman will certainly play when they will get time. Many will play forfun. Butthe.
courts are more for their families. If the sport needs to graw then we need lo get
children playing the game,” he said. Swing also said that invclving children could also
result in SRPF producing a national champion seme day. tis probability. If they are
given the right kind of training and exposure, they can be excellent players,” Singh
said.

There will be quality fraining a‘t the courts with nine tme national champ-on
Chandrakant Pawar and his g the coaching. The fise for the
construction and maintenance of the munsvn\lbc taken care of by SRAM. The courts
will be ready to us within 6 months and will hava a capacity of more than 1000 peaple,
more than any ather court in Mumbai. Apart from the policemen the courts will also

atha

hold many tournaments aroundthe year. i . s
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NEWS NEWS NEWS

Final Results : Men Open: Navneet Narian bt Abhimanyu Jain 3-0; Women: Mekhia Subedar bt Priyanka Yadav 3-0; Men Over-35: Mian Khurana bt
Narjes!Singh 3-1; Veterans Over-45: Narjeet Singh bt RahulKumar 3-0; U-13: Amjad Khan bt Dhruv Dhawan 3-2

DSM DELHI OPEN (Ib/!/!OOJ)

Fi : Men Open: Gaurav 15-11,10-15, 15-12,17-16, 15-9; Women: Mekhala Subedar bt Privanka Yadav 15-5, 15~
9, 15-10; Boys: U-19: Gaurav Nandrajog bt Amjad Khan 15-7, 15-4,15-8;U=17: Imran Khan bt Naresh Kumar 15-10, 15-10, 17-16; U-15: Naresh Kumar bt
Farman Kkan 15-12, 15-14,8-15, 15.7: U-43: Ravi Dixit bt Abhay Sood 15-12, 157, 13-15, 15-12;U-11: Rahul Kumar bl A Jain 15-10, 15-9, 15-6; Veterans
U-45: Narjeet Singh bt Rahul Kumar 15-7, 15-9, 15-9; Under-35: Sanjeev Anand bl Nerjeet Singh 15-12, 1543, 1315, 15-7; Mens Plate: Vikram Nanda bt
Mekhla Subedar15-12, 15-11,15-9;U-35: Vikram Nanda bt Rohit Thawan! 3-0.

GUJARAT OPEN SQUASH CHAMPIDNSH!P (2/1/1003)
Th lts of finals: O 4 heal Wire: Ri p: Narend -Boys
Under-13: Sajal Agarwal; Runner-up: Sahlshah Bﬁtplayer RameelJnsm

INTER STATE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP (8/1/2003)
Venue:The Calcutta Rackets Club. Winners: Delhi. Runners-up: Services

EAST INDIA SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIP

(12/1/2003)

Final Results :

Men: Ritwik Bhattacharya beat Navneet Narian 8-0, 80, 9-1;
Qver-35: Kavi Seth beal Rajeev Bhatia 9-2, 8-0, 9-4;

1U-19: Amjad Khan beat Maresh Kumar 9-2, 9-0,9-1;

U-15: Naresh Kumar beat Farhan Khan 9-3, 8-4, 8-7.

(Winners) st Toam s tho ner Stete Squash Charmpionship

International Results orld Ra gs April 200
Irish Open, Ireland : 01-06 April 2003 et i Hiens Rankings
Vanessa Alkinson (Ned) bt Cassie Jackman (Eng) 3-9, 9-4, 85, 4.8, 9-7 Pos.| Player Cry Poﬂ Player Ctry
WISPA TEXAS OPEN : 27-30 March 2003 1 | PetarNicol ENG 1| Carol Owsns. NIL
Carol Owens (NZL) bt Natale Pohrer (USA) 9-10, 9-1, 94, 8-1 2 David Palmer AUS (] MNatale Pohver usA
Kuzlo Lumpur Opon Championships, Malaysia : 1316 Fabruary 2003 3| e e o] g‘w’ B
Man - Mohd Azlan (MAS) bt Tommy Berden (NED) 15-10, 159, 3-15, 15-5 3| EawE $C0 | 5 | Rechael Grinham AUS
Women : Carol Owens (NZL) bt Natalie Grinham (AUS) 9-3, 9-0, 92 ] FRA ] Vanessa Alkinson NED
Women's British Natianal Championships : 09-16 February 2003 i fgg*;:g,ﬁ““ Y B i Ene
Cassie Jackman (Norfolk) bt Rebecca Macree (Essex) 9-6 4-9 94 9-3 9 | Karim Danwish EGY 9 ENG
Men's Biitsh National Championships 2003 :03-16 February 2003 bl M5 | e e
Peter Nicol (Yarks) bl Lee Beachil (Yorks) 7-15 1511 158 12-15 158 1z | Josepn Knspp WS | 12| Siephenotid ENG
Catella Swedish Open Championship, Sweden : February 49 2003 13 | Wartn Heath sco (] vy Omnera dbid Kany| B
P 14 Mansoor Zen PAK 14 Vicky Bot t ENG
Stewan Boswel (AUS) bt John White (SCO) 6-15, 15-7, 156, 15-12 ] e aen Cirll i | Slsebaiud e
Women's Pittsburgh Squash Invitational, Pitsburgh : 1719 January 2003 | 16 | - A Stetena g O el B
& y imon y Kilchen
‘Samantha Teran (MEX) bl Christina Mak (HKG) 7-6 96 9-0 9-0 4 e el [0 fadzn o
Ali Bin Ali Open, Doha, Qatar : 08-14 January 2003 19 | Omar Elorkssy EBY 18 | Rebecea Chiv HXG
Omar Elborclossy (EGY) bt Hisham Ashour (EGY] 15-11, 15-7, 15-10 20| Chis Vaber ENG | 20 | Madeline Pory [
stud;‘]n PROFESSIONALVIDEO & PHOTOS
s KIRAN SHARMA 128, GOPAL BHAVAN, ANDHERI KURLA ROAD, ANDHERI (E),
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