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gmng sm JU!IOR TOURNEY OFF 70 FLYING START

The first leg of the 2nd Air-India-SRAM Junior Squash Tournament got
| off to aflier when underdog Mihir Sheth and little Vir Seth set the trend
for an absorbing finals day at the Khar Gymkhana which played hnsl
from December 1810 20, 2000.
Closely contested title clashes marked the concluding day, which servad
asagood omen for the resloﬂha Ihme—\eg tournament, designed by the
Squash of (SRAM) and
sponsored by aviation giants Air-India tu encourage junior squash
players in the state. The first leg coincided with the visit of HRH Prince
Tunku Imran of Malaysia, President Emeritus of the World Squash
Federation, and businessman Datuk Vinod Shekhar, and tumed out to
be the perfect treat for the royal guest. Vir Seth set the ball rolling in the
T h.‘(.‘ T;k finals when he unraveled a repertoire of breathtaking strokes to record a
Alis Mmmunu & N wm:l prize um«wuon ««mn! omr stunning 6-9, 9-3, 9-6, 9-7 come-from-behind victory over a dour Jay
P T T Dalal in an exciting 35-minute contest. In the process, Vir collected his
third crown of the season after earlier winning titles at the Otters Club and Bombay Gymkhana. Mihir Sheth ended a one-year
drought by helping himself to the under-17 title following a magical 9-5, 3-9, 10-8, 9-4 triumph over favourite Supreet Singh.
Mihir's fortunes turned dramatically in the third game when he ignored a 0-4 deficit to lead 8-4, before Supreet came back to
restore parity at 8-8. But crucial winners saw Mihir clinch the game over extra points, as he entered the fourth game with
supreme confidence en route to amemorable victory.
Mihir's thrilling win briefly overshadowed Karanpal Sethi's hard-earned 9-7, 4-9, 9-4, 7-9, 9-1 triumph over talented Rishabh
Singhvi in an exciting boys' under-15 final. Barely amonth out of the under-11 category, Khar Gymkhana's Vikram Malhotra
bagged his maiden under-13 crown following ag-4, 10-8, 9-7 victory over formidable Naishad Lalwani.
Malhotra, the under-11 national champion, has made giant strides in his game especially after being initiated into squash
onlyayear and a half back, and it reflectedin his performance in the opening leg of this tournament.
Nothing's gonna stop her now. Alisha Mashruwala seems to be humming this hit tune all the time as she continued her
winning streak with an emphatic 9-1, 8-0, 9-0 verdict over Shailee Shelke for the girls' under-13 title.
The impressive performances reflected the efforts of the SRAM under the presidentship of Mr. Khalid A.H. Ansari who
lauded the juniors in a brief but sentimental speech at the glittering prize distribution.
Results (finals): BOYS Under-17: Mihir Sheth bt Supreet Singh 8-5, 3-9,10-8, 8-4. Under-15: Karanpal Sethi bt Rishabh Singhvi9-7, 4-9, E-l 7 I D-I Under-13: Vikram Malhotra
mlhlsrm Lalwani 9-4,10-8, 9-7. Under-11: Vir Seth bt Jay Dalal 6-9, 9-3, 9-6, 9-7 GIALS Under-13: Alisha Mashruwala bt Shailee Shelke -0, 9-0. Under-17: Natasha Lall
bt Shubika Bilka 8-1 (conceded) Semilinals) Boys : Under-11 : Vir Seih bt Suraj Ravindram 9-6, 8-1, 8-4 Jay Dalal bt Pralik Manjrekar 8-0, 8- n 8- uumln 13: Vikram Malhotra bi
Nikhil Seth 9-3, u.&zuamuhmmua; Bhagt 7-9, 9-5,8-1,9-6 Under-15 : Rishabh Singhv 91,939 5,9-3,91
Under-17 : Supreet Singh bt Anurag Gill 31, 8-2, 8-5 Minir Sheth bl Aditya Manjrekar 8-1, 8-1, 10-8 Girls : Under-13 : siha Mashurwala bt Shivangi Paranpe 8- 0,9.0, 80
‘Shailee Shelke bt Nikita Emanuel 10-9, 9-2, 9-6 Under-1 5,8:7,5-1 Natasha Lall bt 4,8-1,8-1
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Saket Wall, Amit Chinoy, Niraj Shirgaokar, Rahmat Khan (coach),

Ghiaai., Wali clinch Maharashiras title

The final of the all-India inter-state squash championship was anti
climatic, Maharashtra not having much trouble in beating Delhi ‘A, at
the Gymkhana Club courts. The Delhi outfit's 3-2 win over Maharashtra
earlier in the league, was thus useful only to the extent that it got an easier
semifinal and made the final. The will seemed to be lacking and the host
went down tamely.

Maharashtra fielded Amit Chinai instead of Neeraj Shirgaonkar, who
had lost a match in the league tie against Delhi, and the difierence
showed. Chinai scored a straight-games win over P. Mahajan in the first
match of the final, while Saket Wali repeated a win over Yogendra
¥ Singh. Ritwik's easy win over Manish Chotrani did not bring any cheer [
tothe host, as its next match was to be ano show.

Bikeam Uberai & Manish Chotrani the members of the Maharashiraeam. BUL it wais still a good outing for Delhi and its best player, Bhattacharya,
y from Mid- phies.  was happy with the team having made the final,

The results (final): Maharashtra bt Delhi *A': Amit Chinai bt P Mahajan 9-2, 9-3, 9-0;Saket Wali bt Yogendra Singh 9-0,

7-9,10-9, 9-4; Manish Chotrani lost to Ritwik Bhattacharya 1-9, 4-9, 0-9; Bikram Oberoi w/o Arjun Khanna

2001-20085

The governing body of Men's Professional Squash, the
Pr Squash A is ig| to
announce that the Men's World Open rights and title for the
years 2001, 2003, 2004 and 2005 together with the World
GRAND PRIX Finals 2002 has been awarded to Procam
International, India. The total prize money for the said event
is 5 crores spread over a period of 5 years.

SQUASH NEWS
FROM SHIMLA

The 8th HP Squash Champlonshlp was held in Blshop
School Shimla, on 16th & 17th September 2000. The
response for the said tournament was very good as many
as 61 players participated init.

The school which has three beautiful squash courts held

QUALIFIES AS
LEVEL 2 COACH

Amitoj Inder Singh from
Chandigarh has qualified as
Level 2 coach as per intimation
from Major Maniam.

He is in the process of starting
the ASPN-BOP circuit and has
initiated the ranking in a local
school, St. John's School. The
next round invelving all Junior
players in Chandigarh will be
held in the next academic year
and he hopes to involve most
Squash playing schools playing
inthe Northern region. He could not go for the Level 3 course
duetounfofseenreasans

udio
Kiran svoues

the ¢l p p or the first time and it was inaugurated
by Shri R.D. Kashyap, Minister of Local Self
Government, Himachal Pradesh. Mr. Vijay sud,
Secretary General of HP State Squash Rackets
Association was the brain behind conducting the
tournament.

Results. Men : Winner: Vijay K. Singh (BCS)/ Ist Runner
Up : Atul Goel (BCS)/2nd Runner Up: S. Dutta (Shimla
Distt.) U-15 Boys : Winner : D. Malik (Lawrence Sanawar,
Solan Dist) Ist runner Up : Dikshit Mehra (BCS)/ 2nd
Runners Up: H. Rarewala (BCS) Mens Team Winners :
Shimla Distt/ Ist Runners Up: BCS 2nd Runners Up :
Lawrence School Sanawar- Solan Distt Men Over 45 :
Winner: Vijay Sud (Shimla)/ Runners Up: Umesh Akre
(Shimla) Girls Winner : Astha (Army Public School, Solan
Distt)

Shri Narinder Bragta, Honble Minister HP, for
Horticulture gave away the prizes, after witnessing the
men's finals, He also promised to co-ordinate with the HP
Squash Rackets Association to hand over the US Club,
Squash Complex containing three Squash courts to the
Association after due repairs as at present these were
being used as government offices.
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A proud father talks about the expleits of his daughter,
India's youngest Queen of squash, Joshna Chinappa.

By Anjan Chinappa.
No doubt it was a phenomenal victory that Josh pulled off, especially beating three-time
national champion Mekhala Subedar. Josh is only 14 years old being born on September
15,1986. Joshna has got great support from the local press and TV. She feels great about
the triumph, as for us, it is still sinking in. Joshna feels it was not as tough as she expected
it to be. Both Joshna and | believed Josh would beat Mekhala. She had the potential, only
needed to focus. After losing to Mekhala in Mumbai a couple of months ago, Joshna told us she w
was going for Mekhala, when she met herin the Senior Nationals.
Much of the credit goes to the SRFI and their camp for the Asian Juniors in February. They
train 8-7 hours a day. From 6.4.m. 109.30 a.m. and again in the evening from 4,30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Then Joshna has dinner at the guest house with the team and returns home at 8.30 p.m. She
studies for an hour as she is also doing her mid-term exams. To bed at 9.30 p.m. This strict diet,
physical fitness and psychological training under Chennai's well-known Sports physical
instruct Dr. Kannan, and hours of practice with SRFI coach Cyrus Poncha and the rest of the
team at the superb internalional squash courts at the India Cements Squash Academy, has taken
her to big heights. This camp started on December 4 and will go on till February 16. The Asians
start on February 17 in Chennai. Joshna has had problems with the draw but says it does not
concern her any more as she knows she can control the game, by playing clean and keeping
refereeing decisions to minimum. Even ifthe draw is not how you thoughtitwould be, the idea is to play your best and prove yourself.
There was a defeat at the hands of Vaidehi Reddy in Mumbai but it rankled very little. She soon set her eyes on the National title to set the
record straight. By hard work and God's grace she didit.
She was off focus in Mumbai, and a too easy life style. The SRFI camp and the psychological sessions have set things right for Josh. It
helped her focus and has given her a good routine. | did nothing as Josh would not listen to me or follow my advice. But with SRF| she had
no choice__follow or be out of the team. Also it was fun for her to work with the other girls and boys rather than alone with mel Her strong
points are her basic talent. she has a superb nick shotwhich, with training, she is able to pull off at will. Add a cool match temperament. She
announces awinand a loss in more or less the same tone! She took all the hassles with the SRFI, the ban etc. in her stride. She has a good
phisique. Her weaknessis the lapses of concentration attimes. She is still childish and yet to develop a fierce killer instinct.
We do not put pressure on ourselves. Joshna s a strong personality and can not be bullied. She has been very independent from a very
young age. We have encouraged her to make her own choices, and we want her to have fun and enjoy squash. But my wife makes sure
that Joshna does not neglect her studies. Josh put pressure on us when she announced that she was going to beat Mekhala, a few months
ago! | amjust kidding. | knew she haditin hertodo it
She is as normal as any other teenager - - has lots of friends, most unaffected by her champion status. A loving, generous kid, though at
times she can be stubborn. She enjoys swimming, reading and listening to music.
She won the overall athletics championship on her school sports day. She won four gold medals and one silver. 200m run, relay, high jump
etc,
Mr. Rakesh Lakhanpal (Hon. Member of ISP & Director of Switcher) & Mr. Robin Cornelius M.D. of Switcher sponsored Joshna and

her rackets were given by Wilson.
Vikram - Rising Son

By Don Monteiro

From wondering what he was initiated into a year and a half ago to becoming a champion squash
player in his age group has been a remarkable journey and a surprise reward for perseverance for
young v:kmm Malhotra. Ten titles later, in the under-11 category, including the prestigious
ior Open and The i this Std. V1 lad from Beacon High School, Khar surely
is ona roll. It was no smooth sailing though. From being taught how to hold a squash racquet by dad
Shiv and mum Anita, o joining the big league with professional fraining has been a long, hard
season of toil and sacrifice. But Vikram endured it all to reflect what champions are made of. Along the:
way he staved off the formidable challenge of the'Little Dynamo' Vir Sethand Jay Dalal.
Virkam passed through his formative years under the waichiul eyes of his father, but the big break
| came when he was chosen by the Squash Racq of totravel to Kuala
Lumpur, along with other promising state juniors, o train under renowned Malaysian coach
K.H. Ong. The scheme was part of an exchange programme initiated by the SRAM inits endeavour to
Vikram Malhotra receives the AiTtia. PrOMOtE Squash at the grass roots level. The training stint in the Malaysian capital worked wonders in
SRAM U-13 trophy from HRH Tunku Imran. Vikram's game. The difference was real. In the process, his confidence grew as he began playing
gge H " aggressive squash. Shiv Malhotra then requested state player Amit Chinai to further hone Vikram's
skills. It did not take long for the results to show. Barely a month out of the under-11 category Vikram stunned the squash circuit by cl ing
his maiden under-13 title with a memorable 9-4 10-9 9-7 triumph over title favorite Naishad Lalwani in the first of the three-leg 2nd Air-India-
SRAM Junior tournament, which was held at the Khar Gymkhana from December 18 ta 20, 2000.
“Ever since he began training under Amit, Vikram's court-craft has improved and he has become a deceptive player,” reveals Shiv.
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NEWS NEWS NEWS

INTERNATIONAL

W jzn Pajno Finaish Open, Helsinki : 18-12-2000 Final:

Mens :Peter Geneve () bt Jon Willams (Aus) 15-13
5 15-7 Women's : Jenny Tranfield (Eng) bt Saima
9-19-

17-12-2000 Final:

a ba 0ng Beng Hee beat Amjad
K51 385,063 o W e Lesca ey
9-09-2 Kenneth Low lost o Mansoor Zaman -9 7-97-9
W Monte Corlo Classic, Mongeo - 16-12-2000 Findl:
Fiona Geaves (Eng) bt Stephanie Brind (Eng)
6-91-99-78-29-3

Kua#a lunl ur

0SK Malgysian Open. Kuzla Lumgur: 9-12-2000
Final: Ong Beng Hee (MAS) bt John Williams (AUS)
1617 15-615-8 15-10
W_Women's Antibes Open_France:8-12-2000_Final:
Janie Thacker (ENG) bt Cheryl Beaumont (ENG)
9-59-29-3
IWﬂmen s Universal SportsClub Classic, Lambs Club,
London : 6-12-2000 Final: Sarah Fitz-Gerald (AUS) bl
Camloweﬂs (AUS) 3-99-69-39-1

11200 Finals:

AG_LLLM_WJ;
Jonathon (Can) bt Peter Nicol (Sc0)15-8 15-4 155
M Bronxville Field Club Squash Open. New York Final:
Vanessa Alkinson (NED) bt Pameta Nimmo (SCO)
9-36-99-38-2
I_Lg_LW_q_\ﬂ_g m Championship. England : 25-
I ZD inal: England bt Australia 2-1 Linda Charmian
h Fitz-Gerald 5-9 0-9 4-9 Tania Balley bt Nataliz
Gmnams 19-09-0 Stephanie Brind bt Robyn Cooper 9-6

IEyE Gruup Women's World Ogen, Scotiand ;17-11-00
Flnll Carol Qwens (AUS) bt Leilani Joyce (NZL)
7-83-910 sa §9-1

u iments., Florida Dper

JunalnonPowuntMamnHealmz 15\5 1115- 10153
i PEN, Macay : 6-11-2000 Final:
ﬂmar[mumlnssv EEGY) b Ong Beng Hee (MAS)

lusﬂnercnammcnsn-mmﬂlJQ 41
u( AN]h:S\mnnme{ENE]

\5 :m (151512 1512

M Grasshopper_Cup. Zurich. Swilzerland: 30-10-00

Final: Mens : Jofin Williams (AUS) bt O Tuominen (FIN)

15-8 15-7 15-1 Women's : Jenny Tranfield (ENG) bt

Isabelie Stoehr (FRA) 3-39-59-4

l cnesmm Hill_Springside Women's Open,
Philadelphia, USA : 28-10-2000 2|mn qul Carol Owens

(AUS: MRIINEIIN Nwdu(RSAIQ

Ie Open, New York, USA ; 27- IU zuuuFmal Derek

aymm.lmunmmommsts -1211-1515-1215-12

M Carol Weymuller Open, New York, : 22-10-00 Final:

Leilani Joyce (NZL) bt Linda Charman (ENG) 9-5 8-29-1

8 Motor Cily Open. Detroit, USA ; 22-10-2000 Final:

David Palmer [AIJS)htmaxanhMAL)

10-1511-1515-1215-815-7

rilish Open 15-1 IU zuquIna\ Mens : DavidEvans bt

Paul Price 15-11 15-G 15-10 Women: Leifani Joyce bt

Sue 9-79-49-2

S Ciutal de Barcelona Open, Spain : 8-10-2000 Final:

Miks Corren (AUS) bt Mika Monto (FI
15-1215-119-1515-11

W CORPORATE H ;21 iraz Poonevala
of HSEC prevailed lWM NEHIM Kulmr of ANZ Asset

Mart. 15-6 15-12 15-9 inthe finals of the Salver Category

(@540 y15) 10 win 16 GESCO Comorte Sauash
ol

W THE

INDIA_CEMENTS JUNIOR/SUB-JUNIOR
MATIONAL SQUASH, Chenmai 13-10-21

Wr. Khalid Ansari (President, SRAM], Sandeep
.lmnnra(ll 13) Rlisha Masnnmm(slrls U-11), \ﬂsnal

SRIM‘ |
19) at the felicitation function for the winners of JR./Sub
.lr nauan namnvsmmtnnmuun.

er-19: Bikram Uberoi (Mah) bt
Jw\ild Nilhin\ [Mah) 9 3 9 0 §-2 Under-17: Vishal Raj
Kapoor (Mah) bt Yashvardhan Singh (MP) 9- 2 9-3 9-2
Under-15: Vikas Jangra (Mah) bt Saurav Bhosal (WB) 8-6
8.7 5-9 8-2 Under-] Ii Immn Knan (Del) bt Sandeep
Jangra (Mah) 9-1 9-1 8 Vikram Ma\huL;a

Under-15: Alisha Mashruwallah (Mah) bt Natasha IJJI
(Mah) 8-09-210-8.

v 2000

er-11: Vi Se Jay Dalal 81 9-3
95013 Sanueep Jangra bt Manek Mathur 9-6 9-6 59
9 2 um 1 umvﬂhosnalmnmnsnarmas 08-0

urav Nandrajog bt Saurav Ghoshal 8-3
7 9 |u s 5 E Under-13: Gaurav Nandrajog bi Abfiimanyu
Jain 6-99-2 9-7 9-4 Girls: Under-13 : Alisha Mashruvala
bt Shailee Shike 9-2 9-2 Under-15: Alisha
Mashruvala bt Natasha Lall 84 8-3 91 Under-
Jushna Chinagpabi Priyanka Yaday 5-09-09-1 8-5. Ogen
: Mens: Manish Chotrani bt Capt. Navnget Narain 8-0 8-1
82, Wumen Mekhala dar bt Joshna Chinappa 9- 6

als: Balamurugan (Chennai) bt Dalip
Tnpalnl w\ahmd] 9-2 9-4 3-9 9-4 Veterans 45:
Chandrakant Pawar bt Ramesh More 9-3 10-8 10-8
‘Seniors Over-35: Rofiit Thawani bt Vaman Apte
M57th CCI Weslern India Open 25 Nov 2000 AllFinials :
Boys: Under-19: Abhimanyu Jain bt Gaurav Nandrajog 9-
49-5 10-8 Under-11: Firman Khan (Del) bt Jay Dalal 6-3
-06-99-5 Under-13: Imran Khian (Del) bt Naresh Kumar
9-6 9-5 9-6 Under-15: Siddharth Samantray bt Imran
Knan (De) 10-8 9-2 9-6 Girls: Under-15: Joshna
Chinnappa bt Alisha Mashruvala 9-19-1 9-3 Under-19 :
Joshna Chinnappa bt Priyanka Yadav 9-2 9-2 9-7 Open
Mens : Ritwik Bhattacharya bt Manish Chotrani 4-3 8-
9-7 9-6 Women's : Mekhla Subhedar bt Priyanka Yadav
9 19-0.9-3 Prot.: Balamurugan bt Santosh More 9-4 9-3

Om art More bt Rohit Thawani 10-8 9-7 9-3
Over-55: Ravi Puri bt Rustom Dalal 8-2 8-5 9-
lenNAL SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIP. CHENNAI
DEC 2000 All Final Men: Ritwik Bhallacharya {Du} nt

Mansh Chotrani (Wah) 6-9 9-0 8-0 9-6 Professionals:

TH) bt Mahesh Verma (Mah) 8-19-7 85

Over-35: 5. Subramaniam (TN) bt Ronn Thawani (Wah)
9-54-99-54-0.9-7 Over-45 : M. Meyyappan (TN) bt Rajiv
R 9-7 9-69-5 Wome Jus'mx Chinagpa (TH) bt
Valdeni Reddy (TN) 5-0 9-2 9-0 9-6 All Semifinal; Men:
Manish Chotrani (Mah] bt Bikram Uberoi (Mah) 9-19-4
9-4 Ritwik Bhattacharya (Del) bt Dheeraj smn ﬂnlj) a 1
92 9-0 Over 35: Rohil Thawani (Wlah) bi
Mashruwala (Man; 929295 Snmsan Suhmmamam
(TN) bELK. Athmn(ss[)ﬂ)s 110-99-3 Over 45 Rajiv
m-rm . Murugappan (TH) 8-3 8-3 9-3 M
agpan (TN) bt Kawaljt Singh (De) -4 9-3 5-3
mfewnnals Batamurugan (TN) bt Santosh More (Mah)
9 2 9-29- s Mahesh Valma (Mah) bt Dalip Trip B)
n: Joshna Chinappa (TN) bt
MeﬁhalaSunmr(ManJ ¢58.108.2 106 Vareh Reddy
(TN) bt Rhea Bhandare (Mah) 9-1 9-48-1
M Bank of Punjab-ASPN Chandigarh Circuit 11-12-2000
The squash circuil was held at St Jon's schoal,
Chandigarh and was organized nyﬁmam n-aerSmun The
tournament was grand success as many as 30 players
participated init. Mr. Amitoj wants io continue the same in
Himachal Pradesh & Dehradun.
Pwnav Sharma[1] bt Karan (YPS) ;
9-3 Adhiraj Thind [9] bt Teg Pmlap Swjl[s] 29
9.5 % 05 Kzran Irar[i] bl Ishaan [12] - 5
Ragnavm wtu Mun Mana;an Prabn t[3] bt

rv” I v
nmmnmnﬁuusm [7] m kumeennm S) - 9-

90 nAmu-soeHu

Quart | Flnals Pﬂnau[l] h( Adh\ra\l‘)] 9-3 91 90
Katan[il bl Rauhav [4] 9-6 9-1 9-3 Abhay [2] (YPS)

3 -1 Semifinals: Pranay Sharmi\[l] m

KaJanB#az M 6-99-7 9-2 Prabhjot(3] bt Abhay Soad[2]

96 4-9 2.9 0-6 92 Finals Pranav Sharma bt

Prabhjot 6-99-7 9-39-2

NDIA SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIP 25-12-2000

Newly-crowned National

champion Ritwik Bhattacharya

downed Maharashtra'

Bikram Uberoi to retain s tite

in the East India squash

chamionship at the Caleutta

Rackets Club. Bhattacharya

as taken o five games before

quelling the challenge of

Uberol. Ritwik won 7-8 8-5 8-2

Othes results: Boy Under-19 Dhruv Dhavan bt Shakti Singh
9-2'9-1 9-4 Boy Under-17 Dhwv Dhavan bt K Mansata
909-09-5
NEW SRAM COMMITTEE
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